TECHNICAL   GAS-ANALYSIS
GENERAL REMARKS ON TECHNICAL GAS-ANALYSIS.
THE scope of technical gas-analysis naturally differs from that of gas-analysis for scientific purposes, as we need not explain in detail. We will only point out that technical gas-analysis is principally carried out in two directions: firstly, for the checking and regulation of many industrial operations, by which solid, liquid, or gaseous products are obtained; secondly, for the examination of gases prepared on a large scale' as final products for various purposes.
Especially in the first case there is mostly no necessity of attaining the same degree of accuracy as is justly demanded for scientific purposes. Even if such accuracy could be attained, it would not, for the practical purpose in question, (that is, for the checking of industrial operations), in most cases possess any greater value than merely approximate estimations which can be made by the expenditure of much less time, with simpler apparatus and by less skilled persons. On the contrary, it is usually infinitely more important to carry out the analytical processes in as short a time as possible, in order to employ the result for regulating the technical operation accordingly. Even if a whole host of highly trained scientific chemists were at disposal (which, of course, is practically impossible), their results would corne in too late and be useless1 to the technical manager, who mostly learns all he requires for his purposes by rapid and frequent tests, often carried out by merely empirically trained persons.
There are certainly cases where even for the manufacture of commercial products the greatest obtainable degree of accuracy in testing for impurities is required, and here all the 1                                                                        A